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Dear beloved sons of Nand-Nandan,

I hope you all must be enjoying good
health. We all will celebrate whole-
heartedly 529 th birth-day ceremony of
manifestation of Shri Vallabbacharyaji on
24 th April, 2006.0n this auspicious day
let  us see the salient features of
conception of Devotion according to Shri
Vallabbacharyayi:

(1) Devotion to god must be
motiveless, uninterrupted and
spontaneous.

L)

-

-

(2)1t must mollify the
heart so that it may feel
love for God.

(3)Sexual love or
lust paralyses
Devotion. It is like a
poison in the milk-pot.

(4) It is expressed
by rendering diving
service to God with
Love.
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(5) Its aim is God’s happiness.

(6) It needs complete engagement of
all our senses, mind and vital desired in
God.

(7) In the state of suffering pangs of
separation_from God, even remembrance
of God’s glories is considered an obstacle
to attain the experience of God’s love
(Nirodh Laskshana).

(8) It is independent of time and
Place. It is independent of Knowledge.

The Poet Byron Speaks about the
divine nature of love :-

“Love indeed is light from Heaven

A spark of that immortal fire;

With angels Shared, by Allah given,

To lift from earth our low desire;

A glory circling round the Soul”

Bye.... See you next time.




KANAKABHISHEKSOE

VEHLAGITIA AP VTV RIAGATR

Kanakabhishek is a grand and glorious
chapter in the history of Pushti Srusti. It is
an unparallel and unique event in the
religious world. We can hold our heads
high for this wonderful occasion.
Kanakabhishek bad spread the name
and fame of Pushtimarga far and
wide and beyond the boundaries of
our nation.

Shri Krishnadev Ray, the King of
Vijaynagar had arranged a discussion and
debate for the nature of Brabma. He
cordially and respectfully invited the
scholars of different sects of all the
religions. The discussion about Brabma
Swarup was going on logically and
systematically for days together.

Shri Shankracharya and
Vidhyatirthaji represented the
theory of Keval Adwaitvad or
Mayavad of Adi Sankaracharya. They
argued that .Jagat
The world is not created by Brahma but
His Shakti Maya bas created the world. For
this reason Jagat is Mithya. It is Asar. Jagat
is just like a magic world. Jadui Nagari is
never real. Jagat is just like a dream land
which has no existence. But we see the
world because of Maya because of bhram.

The followers of Shri
Ramanujacharya put forth the theory
of Vishishta Adwaitvad. The followers

Bankim Desai
(First Prize Winner in Bal Pushti

Debate Competition)
of Shri Nimbakacharya and Shri
Bbashkaracharya gave the theory of
Dwaitadwaitvad. They said that Brabhma
andJagat look different so there is Dwait, -
means Dualism but they are one. There is
no difference between Brahma and Jagat.
So there is Adwait, means non-dualism.

The followers of Madhvacharya
represented the theory of Dwaitvad
means dualism. They argued that
Brahma and Jagat are different.

When Shri Vallabh was at Laxman
Balaji, the news came to him about a
sensational debate at Vidhyanagar.
Hearing that the Mayavadins, at a certain
stage were scoring the victory, and
gaining the ground over their opponents,
Shri Vallabh decided to take part in the
discussion. He believed that the victory of
the Mayavadins would give a fatal blow to
Vaishnavism in the South. He felt that it
was not only his duty but also a divine call
to uphold the Madhvacharya's cause at
Vijaynagar.

Securing the previous permission of
the ruler, Shri Vallabh came to
Vidhyanagar to take part in the
discussion. Shri Vyas Tirtha was the
president of the religious discussion. He
welcomed Shri Vallabh warmly and
cordially. The King introduced Shri Vallabh
to the meeting. The King said, “Shri




Vallabh is young in age but old in
wisdom. He is well-versed and well-read
in all the branches of learning. He has
earned a title of Bal Saraswati from all
the scholars.” The president Shri Vyas
Tirthaji informed Shri Vallabb that the
discussion was going on about the nature
of Brabma and about the
relationship of Jiva and Jagat to
Brahma.

Then Shri Vallabh said, “I rely on the
Vedas, the Geeta, the Brabmsutra and the
Bhagwat as authorities concerning the
knowledge of Brabhma. Our arguments
must be based on the above scriptures
only. If you don't accept these authorities
then I have no mind to take part in this

discussion.” When nobody
opposed, Shri Vallabh
said, “I am sure that
you have accepted my
condition. Now I shall
take up the
controversial points to
be discussed one by
one.”

“I accept non-
dualism but not that of

Y Shankracharya

because he considers
Jagat and Jiv as unreal
due to Maya. 1 firmly
' believe them as real
! and as the pure
"\ essence of Brabhma.
Shankar believes
\ only in Absolute

QD remyden
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Brahma. His philosophy is known as Keval
Adwait. Mine is Shudhdbadwait. My non-
dualism is pure and unmixed with the
Maya theory. To me every thing is Brahma
is everywhbere. My Shudhdhadwait is
nothing but Bhrabmuvad in its true form.

1 differ from Ramanuja's Vishishth
Adwait because he considers Jagat and Jiv
as Bhrabm's qualities while I consider
them as the part and parcel of Brahm,
representing His being and
consciousness.”

Shri Vallabh said that “Shri
Madbvacharya is a dualist. He considers
Bhrabm as a creator but he believes Jagat
andiv are different from Bhrahm.

Shri Bhaskaracharya and
Nimbakacharya are partly dualist and
partly non-dualist. But I consider the
Shudhdh Adwait School as holding
the correct view of the nature of
Bhrabm in consonance with the
scriptures. Vaishnavs expound the
nature of Bbrahm better than Mayavadins
whose views have distorted the Shruti in
order to make their theory popular.

Shakti followers said that Shakti like
Amba Goddess, is the supreme power. But
Shri Vallabh said that I differ Shakt people
because Shakti is the strength of Lord
Krishna and Lord Krishna is greater
and mightier than His Shakti.

I fully endorse Shri Madbvacharya's
stand in holding up Devotion as the
supreme means for God-realisation.

That is all. Now it is for you to decide.”

Allwere greatly impressed by his power




of expression, clarity of thought, lucidity
of language and mental calmness.

Then Shri Krushnadev Ray stood up
and bowed to Shri Vallabh. Even
Mayavadins admired his speech. Then the
King declared victory in favour of the
Vaishnav School of Shri Madhvacharya.
Shri Vallabh's timely advent saved the
Vaishnav School from defeat.

Then the King passed the order for
Kanakabhishek ceremony in honour of
Shri Vallabh. The King confirmed on him
the title of Acharya. From that day Shri
Vallabh is known as Acharya Shri
Mabhaprabhuji. The King arranged a
town procession. He brought a palanquin
Jor Shri Vallabh but Shri Vallabh put Vedas
and Bbagwat and other scriptures in the
palanquin and _ b e _ :

to walk on| W i

last the procession arrived at for
Kanakabhishek. The King weighed Shri
Vallabh with gold coins. He seated Shri
Vallabh on the gold throne. Shri Vallabh
was bathed with the sacred water from all
Dlaces of pilgrimage and with gold flowers.
After a holy bath a Tilak of saffron was
applied on his forebead. The King
requested Shri Vallabh to accept all the
gold coins, gold pots and vessels used in
the ceremony. But Shri Vallabh took
only seven coins - given to the King by
Shri Dindas Kshtriy Vaishnav to make
Nupur for Shri Nathaji and politely said to
distribute among the poor Brahamins and
the scholars who attended the discussion.
He did not take a single coin for himself.
Shri Vallabh made the King his Sevak and
advised him to be the King in the true sense
of the term. He, then, lived in Vidyanagar
— foraboutayear.




Pushti Marg, literary means Path of
Grace, was started by Jagadguru Shri
Vallabbacharyaji Mahaprabbuji. The Path
of Grace is not merely a philosophy but
also a way of living, because it covers the
various aspects of life. Although it is
considered Pushti Bhakti Marg, there is
more than mere Bbakti in this Path of
Grace. Pushtimarg-The Path of Grace is
also a way of living because of its
Univerasality.

Prof. George Gallowany in bis
Philosophy of Religion classifies the

religions of the world as
under: (1) The Tribal
Religion (2) The
National Religion and
(3) The Universal
Religion. He mentions
their specific features
and points out their
defects. Pushti Marg, on
account of its liberality
and sympathetic
attitude to all the races
and admission to it the
people of any race, it is

the Universal Religion.
| Following are some
of the features of
. Pushti Marg's

L Lead % universality:

3 (1)1t admits

@ RIRRIIYd 221ur- .

IRV AN AR S AT

PATH{OE{GRACGEZ
AW@?W

£

........ Navnit Shah U.S.A.

all men and women, irrespective of class
or rank to religious life without
discrimination. (2) It is the religion of
love for God and for all the creatures of
God. (3) It does not believe merely in the
externals or the ceremonials. It is mainly
the religion of the heart. (4) It does not
believe in propagation or proselytisation.

(5) It teaches that all beings are forms of
God and therefore, one must love all and
hate none. Even an enemy should be
respected and loved. (6) It teaches
tolerance towards those who differ from

us even though they hate us bitterly. (7) It
teaches to love women and treat women,

not only as equals, but in devotional life as
superior to men. (8) It does not require
the devotee to give up life of a house holder
and turn a recluse. He may stay in the
world and experience God through service
and love. (9) It does not denounce
property, but it says that it should be
regarded not as personal property, but as
held by one in trust as God's property i.e.

the idea of Trusteeship.

These are some of the features of
Vallabhacharya's religion which are
worthy of acceptance universally. The gist
of Vallabbacharya's religious teaching is
that the goal of life is soul's participation
in the Divine Bliss; which is higher than
the spiritual bliss or liberation. This
devotion is not opposed to work or action




and knowledge. On the contrary, it
assimilates into its structure their
elements-action for God expressed
through divine service and knowledge of
God in the form of Anand or Bliss. This
devotion is spontaneous flow of the heart,
which in the beginning is only very
meager, but in the course of time reaches
the climax, when the soul of the devotee
sees God, face to face and God lovingly
accepts it as His own, embraces it as His
beloved and gives it the bliss of perfect
union, from which there is no return to
the world. It is an eternal state of
enjoyment of the Divine Bliss. This is the
essence of the Pushti Marg.

His Philosophy was meant but to serve
as a background for the Way of Life and
salvation which it was his mission to
preach. The remarkable thing in view of
this is that he along with his preceding
Acharyas, succeeded so well in creating a
system of thought which is highly coberent
and consistent. Its principle and practice
of Non Violence including the strictest of
Vegetarianism and regard and
reverence for all life, had
exerted a most wholesome
and refining influence on
the morals and manners of
all people. The humanizing
character of this religion
led inevitably to the
democratization of 4
life in those parts -f‘
where it had much - &
growth. >

Vallabbachryaji appeared in the sixteenth
century and introduced a new element in
their life, culture and civilization, which
was lacking Vaishnavism of Shri
Vallabbacharyaji preaches life and joy in
God, it helped much in restoring the
equilibrium of life.

The Path of Grace also promotes the
cleanliness aspect, both personal and
domestic. Cleanliness is next to Godliness.
Pushti Marg is also known for its Raag,
Bhog and Shringar. Raag is music, Haveli
sangeet. The Kirtans to Thakorji. Bhog is
an art of cooking, good healthy and tasty
Jood. Shringar is adorning Thakorji with
beautiful clothing and ornaments. Thus
one can utilize hir/ber art into daily
worshiping. This has brought love of
nature, of flowers, of beauty in many of its
Jforms and new development in many of
the arts. The art of cookery and decorative
arts of various kinds have had
a remarkable growth
here. Thus the Path of
Grace is truly a way
of living.
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Besides being a great Philosopher, a
great Religious Teacher and a Mystic,
Vallabbacharya was also a great Social
Thinker. Although he spent most of his
time in visiting various parts of the
country and preaching religious gospel, he
was not isolated from the social life of the
time. He came in contact with men of all
orders in the society, observed and studied
their ways of life and was convinced that
the old Vedic form of the Hindu Religion
had little chance of revival in that age.

Under the influence of Islam, the

Hindu faith especially the
I Sanatan Dbharma was
N,

tottering down. Under
"

the name of Dharma
f l

wrong things were

] perpetrated. The social
' body of Hindu society
in general was showing
the signs of feebleness.
Itwas losing bealth fast,
and there was little
hope of its recovery
from degeneration and
decay. Vallabbacharya
f' felt that Hinduism
v could not be preserved
and rescued unless
y \, some strong timely
Tl . doses in the form
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religions and social concepts were
injected into it. He, therefore, suggested
and implemented certain drastic and
revolutionary reforms in his time i.e.
in 16th Century.

He touched the institutions of
CLASS SYSTEM as in bis days the old class
system degenerated into innumerable
sub-divisions of castes within castes, and
only birth and not the qualities, became
the chief rule of social order.
Vallabbacharya saw the evils of the caste
and implemented revolutionary reforms
with an eye on renovation and not with an
intention to demolish the old cast system.

Vallabbacharya accepts the hereditary
nature of the class, but would not attach
importance to birth only as determinant
of the class. To him, the essential basis is
the quality-cum-function, which he
designates as the theory of Deity or Divine
Qualities. He says that each member of the
class is presided over by certain deity
manifesting the qualities of that class e.g.
the Brahman class is presided over by the
deity called Brabhmanya, who is
manifested by the qualities of peace, mind
control, austerity etc. If these qualities are
not manifested, even though one is born of
the Brabman parents, bhe does not deserve
to be classed as Brabman.

The old Vedic scripture also hold the
same meaning that merely, by birth, one




will not be a Brabman. Vallabbacharya
stated that theoretically, this is a good
ideal, but in this age, it is very
difficult to practice. At present each
man has deviated from the duty bis class
and maintain himself by the livelibood of
other classes. He regrets this state of things
but admonishes that one should accept
the social condition as it is, as due to
the WILL OF GOD, and even in such a
state one must make the best use of the
opportunities for rendering service to
God, which is the chief ideal of one's life. A
person may belong to any social class, but
should feel that he is given birth in a
particular class, for rendering service to
God.

Instead of suggesting revolutionary
reforms, he recommends a compromise
and started making Disciples from
all the classes, castes and sub castes.
He thought that the old social classes were
good but their offshoots into many castes
and sub-castes are an evil, but even this
evil has to be recognized by taking care,
that it does not hamper spiritual progress.
A person may belong to any caste or sub-
caste, carry on any work for bhis
maintenance, but if does his duty honestly
and sincerely and regards it as an offering
to God, he will not be acting against the
scripture. This was the silent revolution in
the 16th Century.

Then Vallabbacharya touched upon
the issues and problems of WOMEN.
Towards women in general
Vallabbacharya's attitude was highly

advanced in consonance with the
religious spirit of the scriptures. He
regards them as equal of men. He
accords them the same position, which
was held by them in the Vedic period when,
they enjoyed rights equal to those of men
Jor a religious life. Husband and wife both
took part in Vedic and religious ceremony.
Wives can offer prayers with their
husbands.

Thus, as a Social Thinker and
Renovator, Shri Vallabbacharya had
thought of every problem on its merit and
with the spirit of Hindu Dharma. Social
conventions are respected by him on their
internal worth of spirituality, which does
not admits of any barriers between a man
and a man or between a man and a
woman or between one class of people and
another class of people. The criterion of
real social progress lies in the
integration of different
commaunities. And in their mutual co-
operation, acts of justice, fellow-feeling
and service to God. These are necessary for
maintaining peace and happiness in
social life.
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